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Say "fill 'er up" at the Fuel Co. in Charlottesville and you could mean your car

or yourself. For your gas tank, there's the usual menu of three unleaded choices.

For your tummy tank, however, there's so much more.

FADVERTISING Fill up at dinner with a blood orange martini, veal
carpaccio appetizer, caramelized diver scallops with
fingerling potatoes and a strawberry souffle for
dessert.

In the morning, as your car gulps afew premium
gallons, grab a cappuccino and scrambled eggs and
bacon on a croissant for yourself. Lunchtime and
you're registering empty? Try the grilled flank steak
sandwich with arugul a, roasted tomatoes and boursin
cheese on ciabatta bread. While you're there, buy a
container of lasagna and berry cobbler to heat up for
dinner that night.
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The Fuel Co. isthe newest offering from Virginia
businesswoman and philanthropist Patricia Kluge.
She and husband William Moses wanted a gas station
that offered more than "horrid bathrooms and bad
food," explains General Manager Ken Wooten. The

" Fuel Co., located ablock from the pedestrian mall in
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-- Candy Sagon

Charlottesville's historic downtown area, isagas
station that offers everything from a simple cold soda
to afreshly made sandwich and espresso to an
elegant dinner.

The gas station/cafe/restaurant opened last
November. At first there was only gasoline, plus an
espresso bar and cafe. In December, an adjacent 50-
seat restaurant began serving dinner. Last month, the
restaurant began offering lunch on weekdays.

The cafe has become a popular place with nearby
lawyers and office workers, who stop in for coffee
and a muffin in the morning and take advantage of
the small but comfortable seating areawhere a
variety of newspapers are available. Sandwiches like
the Vintner (smoked turkey, brie, Virginia apples and
honey mustard on whole wheat bread for $6.95) sell
well at lunch. For those who want just a bottle of
soda and a candy bar, there's a convenience store area
in the cafe aswell.

Business in the sophisticated restaurant, with its
mahogany tables, chrome bar and $18-$31 dinner
entrees has been slower, but the word is getting out,
says Wooten. "People are realizing they can come to
agas station for aromantic meal."

The Fuel Co., 901 East Market, Charlottesville. Call 434-220-0864.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/arti cles/ A54373-2004A pr6.html

=~=7 E-Mail This Article
=L Print This Article
=[#" Permission to Republish

Page 2 of 3

4/7/2004



Come With an Empty Tank (washingtonpost.com)

© 2004 The Washington Post Company

ADVERTISER LINKS What's this?
Restaurant Coupons Find Gas Stations Fast |How to Buy a Gas

Save Money at Your Shell stations on your route. | Station

Favorite Restaurants with Diesel, car wash, C-store Expert advice on how to buy
Online Coupons! deals. and run gas stations
www.coolsavings.com www.localshell.com successfully.

www.mygasstationguide.com

Navigate to News Sections [ 2

Senving the
freshest seafood

Advertisement

-
WOSI"llngmpostcom PRINT EDITION | Subscribe to &he {0ashington Jost
NEWS | OPINION | SPORTS | ARTS & LIVING | ENTERTAINMENT . Discussions | Photos & Video . JOBS | CARS | REAL ESTATE
washingtonpost.com: Contact Us | About washingtonpost.com The Washington Post: Subscribe | Subscriber Services
E-mail Newsletters | Archives | Wireless Access | Media Center | Advertise Advertise | Electronic Edition | Online Photo Store
mywashingtonpost.com | RSS Feeds | Our Headlines on Your Site The Washington Post Co.: Information
Rights and Permissions | Make Us Your Home Page Other Washington Post Co. Websites

Work at washingtonpost.com | Internships | Site Index

SEARCH: - pmleyws ek by GGUSJ'L‘ @ Top 20 E-mailed Articles

User Agreement and Privacy Policy | © Copyright 1996- 2004 The Washington Post Company

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/arti cles/ A54373-2004A pr6.html

Page 3 of 3

4/7/2004



